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PERSONAL 

 

  ASSAULT ECHELON    FIRST GARRISON ECHELON 

  21 Officers     7 officers 

  98 Men      189 Men 

 

Attached for Temporary Duty 

    4 Officers     1 Officer 

    2 Men      5 Men 

 

Radar Siting and Calibration Team - Lieut.  

G. S. Geer, Lieut. (j.g.) J. J. Glenn, 

Lieut. (jg) L. J. Phares and 7 men. 

 

A.C.I. Officer - Lieut. (jg) P. H. Hume 

 

Marine Observer - 1st Lieut. E. B. Hawkins of  

Marine Air Wing Squadron 2. 

 

Detachments 

 

September 28 - Lieut. (jg) P. H. Hume evacuated 

October 16 - 1
st

 Lieut. E. B. Hawkins detached 

October 28 - Lieut. E. S. Gear and 1 man detached 

November 3 - Lieut. L. J. Phares and 4 men detached 

November 8 - Lieut. (jg) J. J. Glenn and 2 men detached 

December 10 to December 23 - 14 Officers and 147 men detached 

 

MAJOR EQUIPMENT 

 

                                       ASSAULT  ECHELON   FIRST GARRISON ECHELON 

 

1 SCR -527A 2 SCR-270D 

1 SC-2 1 SCR-270A 

1 NELRAW 1 SCR-573 

1 ADCC Unit 1 SCR-574 

         ADCC Van 1 SCR-575 Homer 

         Transmitter Van 1 Bulldozer 

         Generator 1 399 Radio Truck 

1 Bulldozer 2 Water Trailers 

1 Weapons Carrier 1 Machinist Van 

1 SCR-634A Homer 1 Sick Bay Trailer 

2 Radio Jeeps 2 Distillation Units  

1 Distillation Unit Adequate Transportation 

2 6x6 Trucks 

1 Water Trailer 
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                                                                                 I.  SUMMARY 

 Argus 20 sailed from Noumea, New Caledonia, on August 2, 1944, and arrived at its staging area in 

the Russell Islands four days later.  Argus staging period for the Earthenware operation lasted only two 

weeks, during which time liaison was established with the First Marine Division, Marine Air Group 11, 

the 12th A. A. Battalion and others who were to take part in the operation. 

 

 Between August 7 and 21, eight Argus 20 men were set to a homer school at Guadalcanal, as two 

VHF homers had been recently added to the unit’s equipment. Trucks and vans were combat loaded, 

additional radio gear and other necessary Supplies were procured, and the roster of the assault echelon 

was drawn up. 

 

 On August 21 loading of the Argus assault group began, with personnel and gear going aboard two 

APAs and four LSTs.  When loading was completed the ships involved steamed from the Russells to 

Guadalcanal, where the First Marine Division made a practice landing.  Argus 20 did not take part in 

these maneuvers.  Meanwhile, the First Garrison Echelon, which included the remainder of the unit’s 

personnel and equipment, was loaded back in the Russells on two LAPs.  This loading was completed on 

September 4. 

 

 The LST group of the assault echelon, containing most of Argus 20’s assault gear, left Guadalcanal on 

September 4, and the transport group, containing most of the personnel, left September 8.  Both arrived 

off the southern Palau Islands at 0300 on morning of D day - September 15. 

 

 On D day, at H plus 2, the first Lieutenant, two men and the Argus bulldozer went ashore at Peleliu, 

where they aided Marines in clearing the beaches and doing other heavy work.  Landing of the 

remainder of the assault echelon depended upon progress of the fighting, and original battle plans 

called for securing Peleliu in from 48 to 72 hours. 

 

 Argus 20’s commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander R. G. Emmett; the executive officer, 

Lieutenant J. K. Stewart; two other officers and two men landed on D plus 2 (September 17) from the U. 

S. S. Crescent City.  On the same day a sitting party of four officers, under Lieutenant G. P. Uttley, 

operations officer, and Lieutenant E. S. Geer landed from the U. S. S. Warren.  Mortar fire and sniping 

prevented any thorough search for radar sites, and disclosed that even the southern portion of Peleliu 

was not yet secured for radar, so the siting party returned to the ship.  The commanding officer and his 

party remained ashore, digging in on White Beach. 

 

Heavy fighting prevented any further Argus Activity on D plus 2, and the rest of the unit’s personnel 

came ashore during the next three days.  Mortar fire and numerous snipers still prevented proper 

investigation of radar sites of the landing of any radar gear.  On D plus 4 the temporary Argus camp was 

moved from White to Orange Beach and a temporary galley was set up.   

 

 During the next two days, D plus 6 and 7, most of the assault gear came ashore from LSTs.  All pre-

selected radar sites were abandoned, those in the hill north of the airfield because the Japs still held the 

ridges, and the SCR-527A beach site as it was unsuitable because of rugged coral reefs. 
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 On D plus 6 a Japanese blockhouse north of the airfield was selected as a temporary ADCC site.  The 

blockhouse had taken two direct shell hits, probably from 16-inch guns, and most of that day and the 

next where devoted to cleaning it out.  It is indicative of the strength of enemy fortifications all over the 

island that the blockhouse was still standing, undamaged except for the two shell holes. 

 

 The ADCC unit came ashore on D plus 7 and was moved into the blockhouse.  A more detailed 

survey of ADCC operations is included in the operations report; suffice it here to say that the ADCC 

began operations on the morning of D plus 8, with the LRAW on the air.  The unit suffered its first 

casualty that afternoon when a ADCC plotter was killed by a sniper while leading a first aid party to a 

wounded Marine. 

 

 On D plus 9 the SC-2 began operating at the southern edge of the airfield.  Argus personnel moved 

from their foxholes at Orange Beach to the camp site surrounding the ADCC blockhouse, where tents 

and tarps were erected for temporary shelter.  Also on September 24 eight F6F(N) of VMF (N) 541 

landed at Peleliu, marking the first use of the airstrip, except for emergency landings by carrier planes 

and as a base for Cubs. 

 

 One officer and twenty five men of the First Garrison Echelon landed on D plus 11, and during the 

next three weeks all Argus personnel and gear came ashore, with the exception of a 270 power van.  A 

storm accompanied by high winds about D plus 17 held up unloading for several days.   All Argus gear, 

with the exception of the power van, was ashore by October 17. 

 

 From D plus 9 until D plus 34 Argus 20 was one of the few units north of the airfield that had a 

galley.  During that time the Argus galley (two cooks and two stoves) fed between 550 and 600 men, 

including air operations, tower and flight personnel. 

 

 One officer and one man were injured slightly on October 9, when a Jap ammunition dump about 

100 yards from the Argus camp exploded. 

 

 The unit moved to its permanent camp location on White Beach on D plus 34, and work was begun 

on permanent camp installations, which still continue. 

 

 Since D plus 25 the unit has furnished working parties of 20 to 30 men daily to Island Command for 

unloading ships and other general detail work. 

 

 During this operation, Argus 20 has received excellent cooperation from the 33rd and 73rd SeaBees 

in revetting radars and doing other work with which an Argus unit is inadequately equipped.  Relations 

with the First Marines Division and the 12th A. A. Battalions were also harmonious at all times. 
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 Early in December 146 men and 12 officers were detached from the unit and sent to Pearly Harbor.  

The remainder of the unit is expected to be relieved by February 1, by a Marine Air Warning Squadron. 

 

II. OPERATIONS 

 

 Air Defense Commander for the Palau Group is Colonel C. T. Bailey, Command Officer of the Marine 

Air Group 11.  His immediate superior is Major General J. T. Moore, Air Defense Commander for the 

Western Carolines area.  Argus 20 works under Colonel Bailey. 

 

 During the assault phase of this operation, air defense and fighter director control were handled by 

the U. S. S. Mount McKinley, command ship, and several fighter director destroyers working under the 

Mt. McKinley as secondary control centers, one of which was located at Kessel Passage to protect 

shipping there. 

 

 From D day until D plus 29 (October 14), the Mount McKinley retained fighter director control.  

During this period Argus 20 acted as a secondary base, along with the destroyers.  On September 29, 

Argus 20’s ADCC (Emerald Base) was given control of the CAP for the first time, and on October 2 we 

were given control of gun conditions on Peleliu, the Mount McKinley retaining AA control for Angaur 

and for “all ships present.”  On October 14, Emerald Vase took over full fighter director control, 

coincident with Colonel Bailey’s taking over as Air Defense Commander. 

 

 Also on October 14, Emerald Base was ordered to take over control of the Anti-Sub Patrols in the 

Palau area, although this was not called for in the operational plan and is not considered an ADCC 

function.  Two days later this control was transferred to Colonel Bailey, with Argus 20 furnishing the 

necessary radios and plotting materials, and MAG 11 furnishing the necessary personnel. 

 

 Since the departure of fighter director destroyers, the Kessel Passage secondary ADCC has been 

located on the U. S. S. Chandeleur.  At first, this ADCC was manned by a fighter director team assigned to 

Chandeleur, but after this team was detached, Argus 20 kept one officer and two men on the ship from 

October 25 to November 14, when another team reported aboard from Pearl Harbor. 

 

 An innovation in this operation was the use of a mobile ADCC van designed by Lieutenant Uttley and 

Lieutenant Shannon and built during the unit’s stay in Noumea.   It consists of two 399 type huts and a 

Diesel generator.  Plotting boards, receivers, telephone circuits and other necessary ADCC equipment 

are mounted in one van, while the other van contains associated transmitting equipment.  Both are 

mounted on 6x6 trucks, and are designed to be removed from the trucks into a bulldozed pit.  In this 

operation, however, the ADCC van was moved into a Japanese blockhouse which also housed Air 

Operations, and the transmitter van remained on its truck nearby. 

 

 This mobile unit is designed for getting on the air as soon as possible after coming ashore and 

remained on the air until a permanent ADCC is built.  It served its purpose very well, but proved 

unsatisfactory when it became necessary to use 
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it as a semi-permanent set-up, for which it was not intended.  The permanent ADCC was not completed 

for more than two months after D day, and the inevitable communication breakdowns during such a 

long period were hard to straighten out in such cramped quarters. 

 

 From the time Argus came ashore until October 14, while the Mount McKinley was in control, five 

conditions red were sounded, one on a bogey which apparently came from Babelthaup and four on 

bogies from the Philippines.  Bombs were dropped on two occasions, once on Anguar and once on 

Peleliu, but no casualties resulted.  Night fighters were airborne during four of the five raids, controlled 

on two occasions by the Argus 527 and on the other by the destroyer fighter directors.  No interceptions 

were made.  There have been no raids from the Philippines since the invasion of Leyte. 

 

 Since Argus took over fighter director control, there have been three conditions red, two at night on 

bogies from Babelthaup or Korror, and one five-minute false red, called during daylight hours when five 

friendlies closed from the southwest without I. F. F. 

 

 On October 31, an order was put out by Colonel Bailey prohibiting the calling of condition red on a 

single bogey.  That night a float plane was shot down by a night fighter over the northern end of the 

island.  The bogey apparently came from Babelthaup or Korror and is believed to be the last operational 

plane the Japs had there, as there have been no raids since that time.  In accordance with Colonel 

Bailey’s order of that day no condition red was sounded.  The plane dropped propaganda leaflets before 

it was shot down. 

 

 There have been no authorized red alerts since that time, although several false reds have been 

called by the 81st Division, by Island Command, Anguar, and by other unauthorized persons.  Most of 

these false reds were caused by those people hearing Saipan, Guam, or ships at sea call reds over high 

frequency warning circuits. 

 

 

Since that departure of the Mount McKinley, there has been a four-plane dawn to dusk patrol here, with 

four planes on scramble alert for the rest of the day.  Two night fighters are airborne during hours of 

darkness.  The night fighter squadron has two Marine controllers attached to it, along with several 

Marine scopereaders and computers.  These men worked with Argus 20’s night controllers until 

November 19, when full control of the night fighter direction was turned over to the Marines in 

preparation for reducing Argus 20 by 150 men and officers. 

 

 Throughout this operation, Argus 20’s main function has been the homing of lost planes, for which 

both the 575 homer and radar fixes have been used.  There is considerable air activity in this area, and 

instances of lost planes needing steers[???] have been numerous - as many as three a day. 
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 This volume of air traffic also causes numerous bogeys through faulty IFF of failure to turn on IFF.  

Lack of a CAP made it necessary to scramble planes frequently to identify those bogies, especially when 

they first appeared 25 or 30 miles to the north near Babelthaup or Korror.  Since mid-November, it has 

been our practice to scramble the alert planes at least once a day for practice interceptions, in 

accordance with orders of the Air Defense Commander. 

 

 

 On September 29, a 270 of the 7
th

 A. A. at Anguar began reporting in to the Argus ADCC, and on 

October 24, the 7th’s other 270 went on the air, also reporting to Argus.  For a time, we had as many as 

seven radars available, but the reduction of the unit left us with a permanent set-up of one Anguar 270 

and the Argus 270, now operated by the 12
th

 A. A. on Peleliu, on the air.  Argus still runs the two 527s, 

one of which operates during daylight hours and the other at night. 

 

 

 At the request of the 5th Fighter Command in the Philippines, Argus 20 came up on the 85th Wing 

Operational Net on October 25.  This is a CW net with the Philippines and the Southwest Pacific, ove 

which we sent and received coded messages concerning flights entering or leaving our area.  Operation 

of the net was disappointing and it was secured (by Argus) on December 10. 

 

 On the night of November 2, an LCI on patrol north of Peleliu was strafed by a night fighter called to 

the scene by the LCI flotilla leader to aid in sinking a Japanese barge.  Seven members of the LCI crew 

were wounded, none fatally.  The night fighter flashed recognition lights at the LCI and went down to 

strafe when he received no reply.  Several members of Argus 20 were called upon to testify at an 

investigation of the strafing.  At the present time it appears that the investigation has been dropped.  

One result of the incident was an order prohibiting the strafing of any objects at night without authority 

from either General Moore or Colonel Bailey. 

 

 Since November 18, night controllers operating from the 527 have aided offensive missions on 

several occasions by vectoring PBY bombing strikes over Korror at night. 

 

Since our radars were first set up Argus 20 has been furnished as many calibration flights as needed, 

usually PBYs of VP-45, or F4Us of the Marine fighter squadrons here. 

 

 

III. COMUNICATIONS 

 

 The communications work of Argus 20 consists essentially of two phases -- work with the assault 

gear and work with the gear for permanent operations.  This report will deal largely with the operations 

of the assault equipment. 
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 The equipment originally brought in on the assault echelon consisted of four high frequency 

transmitters, two VHF transmitters, with their attendant receivers, one TCS high frequency receiver-

transmitter, and two SCR 610 FM transceivers.  The above units were to be used only with ADCC.  At the 

conception of the communications vans this gear was considered more than adequate.  Each radar had 

its own communications facilities for reporting, in all cases consisting of a TCS and an SCR 610 

combination.  In addition to the radio equipment, a six-drop telephone board, plus three additional 

phone positions at the plotting table, were provided.  Once ashore the gear was readily placed in 

operation. 

 

 The number of circuits to be operated kept increasing over the original set-up.  In the original 

assault phase the HF transmitters were all kept running continuously, the FMs were constantly being 

used in two circuits, and only the VHF transmitter, at times, had any relief or shutdown period.   This 

made a total of five HF circuits, two VHF circuits, and two FM circuits.  As previously stated, the number 

of circuits has kept increasing until at the present moment the HF frequencies alone total nine.  The 

communications department also provided facilities and personnel during the assault stage for tower 

control, island communications and air operations. 

 

 Maintenance problems fell into two classes, physical breakdown of equipment and the human 

element.  The physical breakdowns, considering that lack of maintenance periods and bad climate 

conditions, were remarkably low.  The transmitters had but on maintenance period for the duration of 

the assault.  This meant running the equipment continuously in a confined space with high climate 

temperatures and humidity.  The ambient temperature of the equipment rose until it became too hot to 

handle.  Under these trying conditions breakdowns were very few and consisted largely of replacing by 

pass condensers.  The troubles occurring when microphone and receiver plugs were not properly 

inserted or partially disconnected were more numerous. 

 

 Telephone communication demands quickly exceeded the facilities and additional field sets had to 

be used.  As there were no overhead or underground wiring facilities, constant interruption was caused 

by amphibious tractors and bulldozers cutting the wires.  Even at the present time considerable trouble 

is encountered by cables necessarily laying across roads and taxiways. 

 

 No trouble was encountered in the change over from the temporary ADCC location to their 

permanent site.  The new shift simply set down at the new table and began operating while the old shift 

secured at the temporary quarters.  Adequate standby equipment in the permanent installations will 

allow for needed maintenance of equipment. 

 

 In summarizing, it is recommended that more equipment be available than one would normally 

expect to use.  In our case, adequate facilities were provided originally, but increase in demand have 

more than doubled the expected number of circuits. 
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IV. REPORTS ON RADARS 

 

 Argus 20 radar equipment was staged at Banika, for the invasion of Peleliu, in two echelons.  The 

assault echelon was to put ashore between D day and D + 5 day, and “first garrison” echelon was to be 

unloaded between D + 5 and D + 20.  The assault radar consisted of one New Zealand long Range 

Aircraft Warning set, one Navy type 80-2 radar installed in searchlight trailers, and one SCR 527A less 

one power truck and one spare parts truck.  The first garrison radar consisted of an additional SCR 527A 

and two SCR 270D sets.  A portable SCR 634 VHF Homer was carried with the assault, and an SCR 575 

Homer was included in the first garrison. 

 

 The L. R. A. W. radar consisted of three units, an operations truck containing the radar, BL-4, and 

Yagi antenna mounted topside, a poser truck containing two Hill Diesel generators, and an antenna 

truck containing the broadside antenna and spare radar units.  The operations truck and the power truck 

came with the assault echelon, on the main deck of an LST from which it was lifted by an AKA and placed 

on an LCT on September 21.  The equipment came ashore on Orange Beach the next day.  At about 1300 

September 23, the set was moved to Argus 20 bivouac area inboard from Orange Beach, and the set was 

in operation at 1730. 

 

 This site proved unsatisfactory because of the low elevation, and the great confusion of traffic.  A 

new location, with an elevation of about 24 feet above mean low tide, was found to be secure.  At 1200 

on September 24, the set was driven to the new site near Scarlet Beach, and the set was on the air again 

by 1700.  The Yagi antenna was used until the antenna truck arrived, and on October 17 operation was 

shifted to the broadside antenna which was erected at the same site. 

 

 On September 28, the New Zealand technical officer was wounded, and his leading petty officer was 

killed by enemy fire while looking for a more satisfactory location for the set.  Many technical troubles 

developed in the set, but these were quickly brought under control when the replacement for the 

evacuated New Zealand officer arrived from Noumea. 

 

 Most of the trouble developed as a result of the failure of the cooling system in the modulator and 

transmitter units, which caused the pulse forming line to “burn up”, overheating the rotary electrodes 

causing breakage, and the loss of transmitter tubes.  Introduction of improvised but more powerful 

blowers corrected the trouble.  Considerable annoyance was occasioned by interference from the 

second harmonic of tan Army FM radio which was being used for artillery fire direction.  This was 

eliminated by tuning the transmitter to a slightly higher frequency. 

 

 The results from the L. R. A. W. radar have been very satisfactory on the whole, the coverage being 

approximately 50 miles with the Yagi and about 80 miles with broadside antenna on a target consisting 

of a single plane at an altitude of 7000 feet. 
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 The Naval Calibration and Siting team, consisting of three officers and seven enlisted men, was 

divided in the movement to Peleliu.  Two officers and two men came with the assault echelon, the 

remainder with the first garrison.  With their cooperation, various possible beach sites were investigated 

with a view to locations for SCR 527A radars.  When these proved unsatisfactory due to the drying reef 

or the heavy breakers, a survey of the airfield itself was made.  The advantages of a land reflecting table, 

with no correction for tidal changes demanded of the HR scopereader, were thought to be worth the 

risk of having the antenna pattern distorted by the presence of metallic objects.  In all matters of 

locating and analyzing sites for the various sets, the visiting team was most helpful and enthusiastic.  It 

assisted the technical department in reconnaissance, in obtaining clearances for the sites selected, 

arranging for flights and tabulating the information obtained at each set. 

 

 The SCR 527A came ashore on September 22 and drove at once to a site on the northeastern side of 

the airfield.  This position was under enemy mortar fire at the time, but the set was countersunk in the 

coral and riveted with the aid of 33
rd

 NCB.  On September 24 at 1700 the set was operating. 

 

Some trouble was experienced with this set during the early days as a result of concussion from nearby 

field artillery, but no major technical breakdown occurred.  Calibration of the set was immediately 

undertaken with the assistance of the calibration team, and the results were highly satisfactory.  The 

communications wan designed to be used with the SC-2 radar was at this set.  The coverage table is 

given below: 

 

 Altitude 3,000 ft. 8,000 ft. 15,000 ft. 20,000 ft. 

Azimuth 

000  27 40 54 62 

045 27 43 56 62 

090 28 50 63 71 

135 32 50 66 73 

180 39 50 72 82 

225 35 50 70 82 

270 32 59 68 78 

315 30 45 60 66 

 

 This installation has proved to be a good one, and the set operates reliably, giving altitude and range 

information consistent with the designer’s claims for this type of radar. 

 

 The SC-2 radar operations trailer and power trailer, together with on truck loaded with 

miscellaneous equipment including the antenna, came ashore on September 22 and was taken to a 

position on the southern side of the airfield.  The antenna pedestal had been broken in loading at 

Banika, and a replacement was secured at Tulagi, while a replacement for the transmission line had 

been delivered enroute, having been flown from Pearl Harbor.  When reaching location, these repairs 

were made immediately, and the set was operational at 1900 September 23. 
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 The site was at an elevation of about 10 feet, and efforts were made to find a new location that was 

secure and would give greater antenna height.  As the hills were at the time still in enemy hands, the 

original plan for this set had to be altered.  Near the southern end of the island a Japanese coast artillery 

gun position was located, and a mound made over one of the guns.  The operations trailer was then 

placed on the mound, thus achieving an antenna height of about 35 feet.  The set began operation at 

this new site on October 14, having been off the air for five hours and 20 minutes. 

 

 Some technical difficulties at the SC-2 have resulted from the great number of hours that the set has 

been on the air during its two operations.  The high voltage filter condenser shorted out to the 

transmitter, and a new condenser was improvised.  The high voltage rectifier transformer secondary 

winding broke down, and by using a combination of two other transformers, the set maintained 

satisfactory operation.   Replacements for these parts could not be obtained. 

 

 The second SCR 527A came ashore at Purple Beach on October 16, and was taken at once to a site 

previously located and prepared near the center of the airfield.  As a great deal of salt water damage 

had been done to the coaxial antenna wiring, the set was not operating until October 23.  In order to 

increase the range of this set, mounds were constructed for both antennas, obtaining an effective 

antenna height of 16 feet above reflecting planes (airfield).  This, however, did not prove satisfactory.  

While a slight increase in range was obtained by the additional antenna height, this was at the expense 

of accurate altitude information for planes close to base.  The VHF communications for this set consisted 

of an SCR 573 and SCR 574. 

 

 The SCR 270D radars came ashore very slowly, due to high seas and lack of harbor facilities at 

Peleliu.  It was October 17 before one set was completely ashore.  A coral ridge had already been 

cleared on the southern tip of the island with an antenna position at an elevation of about 50 feet above 

mean low water.  On October 18, the equipment was taken to the site and the vans placed.  The 

following day it was found that the motor-generator set on the antenna would not function, because it 

had been submerged in salt water.  The motor-generator from the other radar was found to be in a 

similar condition, but it was reconditioned and made serviceable without rewinding.  The RC 150 

identification gear had been damaged in transit and was replaced by the spare units.   The cosx [???] 

matching section box on the IFF antenna was filled with salt water, and the connections were so badly 

corroded that they had to be rebuilt.  The radar was on the air at 1600 October 22. 

 

 The coverage from this radar has followed the ideal curves very closely in all directions, and not 

major trouble developed in the set.  This outpost was officially turned over to the 12th A. A. Defense 

Battalion, U.S.M.C. on November 19. 

 

 The second SCR 2700 with the exception of the poser unit came ashore at Purple Beach on October 

17.  The power trailer was on the upper deck of an LST that was beached on the reef at Orange Beach, 

and came ashore later.  Although this set has been used for spare parts for three operating sets in the 

Palaus, it has  
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been kept functional, but has not been put on the air.  The air defense command deemed the coverage 

satisfactory without the use of this set. 

 

 For the assault phase of the operation, an SCR 634 portable VHF Homer was procured at the time of 

departure from Banika.  When this set was broken out at a location near the first SCR 527A, on 

September 26, it was discovered that one box containing mechanical rotating equipment was missing.  

By improvising parts from salvaged Japanese equipment, the set was put into operation on October 3.  

The first garrison echelon brought an SCR 575 Homer which was placed near the second SCR 527A.  This 

set began operation on October 28, and the portable set was secured.  Before the full use of the Homer 

could be realized, it was necessary to familiarize the pilots with its location and possibilities.  The Homer 

station has developed into a very valuable installation. 

 

V. SUPPLY 

 

 Poor weather and extremely difficult unloading conditions created the main supply problem.  Many 

critically needed items were delayed several weeks in coming ashore.  Tents and tarps were tow items in 

greatest demand which were slow in being unloaded. 

 

 Because of the shortages of tents and tarps our second main problem arose in trying to keep 

supplies dry.  During the second week there was a good deal of rain, and the supplies suffered com 

deterioration from water and dampness.  We were equipped with approximately 90 tents and 50 tarps 

and every bit of this canvas was needed. 

 

 Other problems which we encountered merely bore out the words of warning we had received 

earlier.  We landed with two other outfits, and every piece of gear that was not marked plainly on four 

of five sides gave rise to some question as to its ownership.  The biggest confusion and loss arose when 

tents, tarps and pipe were not plainly marked. 

 

 In addition to marking plainly, this move impressed on us the necessity for packing everything in 

solid boxes that can withstand the rough unloading conditions which attend such operations.  Many of 

our boxes were smashed and were held together only by bands.  We also learned that it is wise to band 

all lumber into packages which can be handled by four to six men.  The banding eliminates the 

possibility of theft of loose pieces of lumber, and it removes the danger of the lumber being mistaken 

for damage [???]. 

 

 There were many times in Argus 20’s history when we felt that we had too much useless equipment.  

On arriving at Peleliu, however, we found that we were supposed to be a completely self-sufficient unit.  

Items such as water tanks, pipe and quonset huts, formerly considered hardly part of an Argus unit, now 

became invaluable and were used to good advantage.  Former recommendations to travel lightly 

certainly did not apply in our case.   Everything we brought came in handy in some way. 
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 Our losses from theft were negligible, including two boxes of stationery and a box of searchlights.  

Some bedding and camp equipment were damaged by rain, and a few boxes were smashed by rough 

handling.  In general our equipment and supplies were completely adequate. 

 

VI.  MEDICAL 

 

 The medical department of Argus 20 consisted of one medical officer and five hospital corpsmen.  Its 

supplies are a G-10 ten bed mobile dispensary with supplementary supplies drawn to replace those 

expended during the unit’s 7½ months stay in New Caledonia.  Assault echelon personnel included the 

medical officer and two pharmacist’s mates with necessary medical supplies, some of which were 

scattered in functional units throughout vans and trucks of various outposts.  These latter items were 

under the supervision of enlisted men who had been trained in first aid an New Caledonia. 

 

 From D day until D plus 4 assault echelon personnel cared for numerous casualties evacuated to 

their ship, the U. S. S. Crescent City.  On D plus 5 a primitive sick bay was set up at the Argus camp area 

on Orange Beach, remaining there two days before it was moved to a bomb shelter near the ADCC.   

Here the medical department stayed from September 22 until October 20, when it moved to the 

permanent camp location on White Beach. 

 

 As with every other medical activity on the island during the first few weeks, this department cared 

for everyone who appeared needing attention.  Thus we treated personnel of the First Marine Division, 

the Second Marine Air Wing, Jacso[???], an Army Duck [???] company which had no medical personnel, 

and personnel of several other organizations. 

 

 Considering Argus 20 casualties alone from D day through October 21 -- a period of six weeks -- we 

had to transfer or evacuate the following:  (#) two officers wounded by sniper fire, one man who broke 

his finger while working on machinery during a blackout, one man with third degree burns, one man 

with appendicitis, one man with a kidney stone, one mental case, one man who smashed his toe while 

working on an LST, and (##) two men wounded by sniper fire who died soon thereafter. 

 

 Again considering only diseases contracted by personnel of Argus 20 we admitted for treatment one 

case of catarrhal fever, two cases of collulitis, and 36 cases of gastrointestinal complaints.  The latter 

cases were largely responsible for 163 sick days lost by the unit during this six weeks period. 

 

 Surprisingly this record compares favorably with that of other units present during the same period.  

It is impossible to emphasize strongly enough the importance of sanitation during the first few weeks.  

Showers must be considered a necessity, not a luxury.  Despite the fact that showers were established at 

an early date there was a profusion of skin diseases, the majority of which were pyodermins [???].  

Facilities for washing the hands must be available at each head and at the chow line.  Additional supplies 

of soap also should be carried by the medical department as a very necessary medical supply. 
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 There is no malaria, other than recurrent malaria, on this island and apparently no filariasis or 

dengue.  

 

 Previous reports from medical officers with earlier units concerning supplies, fungus infections, 

tropical sores, water purification systems, care of heads and the like, adequately cover those problems 

and need not be restated here. 

 

 (#)   HUME, Patrick Henry, Lieutenant (jg), A-V(S), USNR, A.C.I. Officer  

               ROBERTS, A. W., Lieutenant, New Zealand Army, Officer in Charge, L.R.A.W. 

  

       (##) KRUSE, Donald Duane, RTle, V6 USNR, Crew Chief, L.R.A.W. 

               SCHLECHTER, Anton Steve, BdM3e[???], V6 USNR, A.D.C.C. Plotter. 

 

VII. COMMANDING OFFICER’S COMMENTS 

 

 1. Every unit going into a combat zone should be prepared to take care of its own needs from the 

time of landing on.  By combat packing a small amount of galley gear, hot food can be served after the 

third day.  Both galleys and heads must be screened very early, otherwise blow flies will carry dysentery 

and knock out a large percentage of men and officers at a time they are badly needed.  Wash water for 

mess gear must be kept boiling hot.  The oil burner type heater that can be placed inside a drum of 

water solves this problem best.  A good baker is a strong morale factor.  Hot biscuits and fresh bread 

greatly improve a meal of rations. 

 

 2. The siting team attached to this unit was well worth while for their work in both siting and 

calibration.  Siting was difficult due to terrain and the tactical situation.  Each set was calibrated and a 

chart prepared by the team showing the ranges it could be expected to give on various bearings and at 

several altitudes.   When a chart proved a location to be wrong, the set was moved as soon as a better 

site could be found. 

 

 3.  A great deal of work had been done by the 527 team on altitude determination before the 

operation.  This preliminary work produced good results in the field.  Both 527s work well on their 

airfield locations in spite of the fact that they are surrounded by holes, mounds, construction equipment 

and planes.  The Seabees dug the first set in perfectly so the top of the vans were at ground level.  Some 

mechanical trouble resulted from the concussion of artillery firing over the field.  Under those 

circumstances it would possibly be better to dig the vans half way and revet the remainder. 

 

 4.  No effort was made to get our equipment ashore until we had a location for it and it seemed 

reasonably certain it could be brought in without damage in beaching it.  The ships are on hand to 

handle radar coverage and fighter direction and it is felt that a land base unit can actually save time in 

the long run by not rushing its equipment ashore. 
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 5.  When supplying a unit with equipment, especially communications, a surplus could be allowed 

for usual demands.  In every phase of our operation it was necessary to furnish facilities not 

contemplated when we were equipped.  This was even true of fighter direction as we were called upon 

to furnish a team of one F.D.O. and two plotters to the Chandeleur for a period of about two months. 

 

 6.  Surface plot has been a problem here.  It was not set up early in the operation and even now it is 

difficult for ADCC to get surface plot information.  It should be clearly understood by all parties 

concerned that the air warning unit will not be expected to maintain anything like a complete surface 

plot and steps should be taken to assure that the complete and current surface plot be set up early and 

be maintained adjoining ADCC as information can be quickly and easily exchanged.  Such a plot would be 

of great value to the air operations officer also. 

 

 7.  Sirens should be procured, installed, and maintained by the air warning unit.  Otherwise 

responsibility will be shifted and the result is that large sirens are not set up until the greatest need for 

them has passed.   The large siren here was installed on D+75 and Argus has now been ordered to 

maintain and sound it. 

 

 8.  More firm measures should be used to avoid the calling of unauthorized condition reds.  This is a 

serious matter because a condition red stops unloading operations for longer than the alert lasts.  In 

spite of the fact that Argus and the Air Defense Commander only were authorized to call conditions 

here, four false condition reds were called by others.  As a result a rule was issued against alerts unless 

more than one bogey was on the screen.  Only one false condition red was called during this operation 

by Argus. 

 

 9.  Large quantities of window and a machine for cutting it to the proper length were found close to 

the airstrip by our personnel.  However window was not used by any of the bogies here.  Apparently no 

other jamming devices were used either. 

 

 10.  On this operation the control ship called condition reds for the ships and those alerts 

automatically applied to the ground forces.  Due to location of the ships, ground forces were put in their 

foxholes when they were not in danger.  It is considered that precious time would be saved during 

unloading if the land based ADCC set conditions for its own area as soon as it is in operation. 

 

 11.  Liaison with as many units as possible, going in on the operation is worth while.  It also leads to 

information which although important would not be received via official channels due to the rush and 

confusion of last minute details which is characteristic of staging areas. 

 

 12.  Operation plans called for building a splinter proof Quonset type ADCC by D + 10, the material 

to come in with the first garrison echelon.  It came in very late and was not created until D + 60.  There 

was no apparent reason for this delay in shipment.  This would not have happened if the material had 

been made a part of Argus supplies. 
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 13.  Officers should bring khakis with them on board a combat transport in addition to field gear. 

 

 14.  One of more numbers of the unit should be assigned to each vehicle, the duties of such 

personnel to include (1) loading and unloading with proper care given to the placing of slings, etc., (2) 

close liaison to determine when equipment will come off, (3) responsibility for preventing the vehicle 

from being salt water soaked, (4) rendezvous with rest of the unit. 

 

 15.  Both officers and men in this unit demonstrated a great deal of initiative and cooperated well.  

Their long preliminary training period proved to have been of value in this operation.  Frequent changes 

in plans due to factors beyond our control and constant unexpected demands on personnel and material 

did not discourage them.  All assigned and collateral tasks were accomplished under difficult and severe 

combat conditions.  Their Commanding Officer is proud of them.     
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